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COUNCIL May 19, 2011 

 

Wilmington City Council met on Thursday, May 19, 2011, with President Fred Ertel 

presiding. 

 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, present; Wells, present; Peterson, absent; Wallace, present; Mead, 

present; Mongold, present; McKay, present.  

 

Assistant Chief Duane Weyand was also present. 

 

A motion was made by Mongold and seconded by McKay to excuse the absent member.  

Motion passed.  

Absent member excused.  

 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

President Ertel: It’s good to see everyone here this evening. You have minutes before 

you. I understand there is a change on page 6 from Councilman Wallace to Councilman 

Wells. Is that correct? 

 

Councilman Wells: Yes.  

 

A motion was made by Wells and seconded by Mead to amend the minutes. 

Motion passed. 

Minutes amended. 

 

A motion was made by Wells and seconded by Mead to approve the minutes of the last 

regular meeting, May 5, as received. 

Motion passed. 

Minutes approved as received. 

 

President of Council – Fred Ertel: Announcements: Wilmington Tree Commission Arbor 

Day Memorial Tree Dedication Ceremony is going to be May 27 at 12:00 Noon at the 

Fife Avenue entrance to the 4-C Bicentennial Trail. Hopefully, we will see everyone 

there for that. Second, is the second CDBG Public Hearing, which is going to be on July 

7. Mark your calendars for that. That concludes my portion.  

 

Mayor – Mayor Raizk:  Thank you, Mr. President. Tonight we have a special guest with 

us: Mr. Keith Corman from the Secretary of State’s Office. He has a proclamation to 

read. Mr. Corman, if you would like to address at the podium.  

 

Keith Corman: Thank you, Mr. Mayor, Mr. President, Council, people of the audience 

and on the video too. It is a great honor to be able to be here tonight, believe me. I have 

come to really appreciate Wilmington in the time that I have been spending up here. The 

Secretary sends his regrets that he himself was not able to make it tonight, but something 

had come up that had prevented that…so he sent me in his stead. Before I read this, I 

would like to point out that one of the things that I have noticed while being here over 

time is the people of Wilmington.  I have become impressed with everybody I have met. 

Considering the hard flow of economic issues that befell Wilmington and the people 

here, I see…instead of a people that sits and cries about it…I see people that are strong-

willed and determined to make it work…determined to hold their roots together in this 

community and overcome it by working together and having a brighter tomorrow for this 

community. It sets a good example. When everybody talks about what America is made 

up of, this is the heart of it right here. Without any more, I’ll just read this so you can get 

on with business.  

 

By Authority of 

The Secretary of State of Ohio 

Proclamation 

As a result of the Federal Census of Two Thousand Ten for the State of 

Ohio and the various political subdivisions having been officially 

made known to  me, I, Jon Husted, Secretary of State of the State of 
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Ohio, complying with the provisions of the Section 703.06 of the 

Revised Code of the State of Ohio, do hereby make proclamation that 

the municipality of 

Wilmington in 

Clinton County, Ohio 

according to said Federal Census of Two Thousand Ten has a 

population of 

12,520 

And shall, from and after thirty days from the date of this 

proclamation be knows as a CITY by virtue of and in accordance with 

said Section 703.06 of the Revised Code of the State of Ohio. 

 

In Witness Whereof, I Jon Husted, Secretary of State of the State of 

Ohio do hereby set my hand and affix the official seal of the Secretary 

of State of the State of Ohio at Columbus, this 30
th

 day of March, A.D. 

2011 

 

Keith Corman: I say congratulations, because I understand you actually grew the 

community, and that’s a lot to be said.  

 

Mayor Raizk: It is an amazing statistic given what we have been through. We did 

actually go over 12,000 from the 2000 census. We were at 11,700 or something. How 

much was it Gary? 

 

Gary Huffenberger: It was 11.9. 

 

Mayor Raizk: It was around 11,900. It was an odd number that we had. I remember I 

wrote a State of the City address one time using the number that was in the 2000 census. 

To see it over 12,000, I think, is a statement of people hanging together in this 

community and not abandoning it.  

 

Keith Corman: I think it is a sign of your future…People want to come here. You have 

what they want and what they need, and you’re a friendly bunch of people. I’m just 

saying. You’re tough, but you’re friendly. 

 

[Laughter] 

 

Keith Corman: God bless you all. I know you’ll do well. You have a great community 

here.  

 

Mayor Raizk: Thank you very much.  

 

[Applause] 

 

[A picture was taken with the Mayor and Keith Corman] 

 

[General comments of appreciation] 

 

Mayor Raizk: Tonight under Judiciary Committee, there is a resolution acknowledging  

receipt of this. Since it is not official action, we can do it after receiving a proclamation 

rather than prior to. Thank you. I think that is all I have.  

 

President Ertel: Thank you so much.  

 

Mayor Raizk:  Merci. 

 

[Laughter] 

 

President Ertel:  Asset, Acquisition and Use Committee? 

 

Asset, Acquisition and Use –Chairperson Sandy Mongold:  No report.  
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President Ertel:  Thank you. Mr. Auditor? 

 

Auditor –Auditor David Hollingsworth: I have nothing, Mr. President.  

 

President Ertel:  Prior to the Finance Committee, in Judiciary, we have a resolution 

authorizing the UDAG loan. It would probably be best to go through Judiciary first and 

get that enacted. Then we will follow up with Finance. Rob, will you take Judiciary right 

now, please? 

 

Judiciary Committee:  Chairperson Rob Jaehnig: Thank you very much. We do have two 

items on the agenda tonight. The first is the second and third reading on a resolution 

authorizing a UDAG loan for Amanda Boldman, Pamela and Jerry George and declaring 

an emergency. This is for work that is going to be done in conjunction with some 

downtown Wilmington grant money on their facility to work on the front porch and 

some painting issues and so forth. She is reinvesting in our community. This is a great 

opportunity for her. Are there any questions in regard to this? 

 

Councilman Mead: I noticed there is only one signature on the application rather than 

four. Is that something that’s just not there yet? 

 

Councilman Jaehnig: I believe when it is finalized, there will three signatures.  

 

Councilman Mead: A man and his wife and a man and his wife.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig: Why we have just the one copy, I don’t know.  

 

Mayor Raizk: There will be more signatures on the actual mortgage, Bob. Good call. 

You’re right. Although there wasn’t on the application, there will be on the actual 

mortgage.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig: Are there any other questions? 

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by McKay to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the resolution Authorizing a UDAG Loan to Amanda 

Boldman, Pamela and Jerry George, and Declaring an Emergency, as Amended.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Wells, yes; Wallace, yes; Mead, yes; Mongold, yes; McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by McKay to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Wells, yes; Wallace, yes; Mead, yes; Mongold, yes; McKay, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2240 passed as read. 

 

Councilman Jaehnig: Thank you.  

 

President Ertel: Do you want to finish up your second item while you are here? 

 

Councilman Jaehnig: Sure thing. The second item is three readings on a resolution 

acknowledging receipt of the proclamation that we just witnessed.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only on 

a resolution Acknowledging Receipt of a Proclamation for the Secretary of State 

Declaring Wilmington, Ohio, to be a City Pursuant to O.R.C. 703.06 (Population 

12,520). 

Motion passed 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by McKay to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Wells, yes; Wallace, yes; Mead, yes; Mongold, yes; McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by McKay to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Wells, yes; Wallace, yes; Mead, yes; Mongold, yes; McKay, yes. 

Motion passed. 
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President of Council declared Res. No. 2241 passed as read. 

 

Councilman Jaehnig: There is just one other item for information sake. On the table, if 

you have not gotten a copy of it, is some language that we are reviewing for legislation 

to close, for lack of a better term, a loophole in our current tax code. In our current tax 

code, the 1% income tax does not apply to gambling or lottery winnings. The former 

treasurer, Mr. Phillips, had pointed this out before taking his new post. We have been 

reviewing it. This is an area where we are going to look at closing that hole. We are not 

that interested in everybody’s little scratch-offs and things of that nature, so we are going 

to put a limit or a starting point of $5000. There will be no income tax up to $5000 in a 

single year. The language for that is over there for your review. That way, you will be 

prepared for open discussion in further meetings. That is all I have.  

 

President Ertel: Thank you. Let’s go back up now to Finance Committee. Sandy?  

 

Finance Committee – Chairperson Sandy Mongold: Yes, we do have an ordinance 

tonight making supplemental appropriations. Do I have any questions? 

 

A motion was made by Mongold and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only 

on the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

Motion passed 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Mongold and seconded by McKay to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Wells, yes; Wallace, yes; Mead, yes; Mongold, yes; McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Mongold and seconded by McKay to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Wells, yes; Wallace, yes; Mead, yes; Mongold, yes; McKay, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 4966 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Mongold:  That is all we have tonight. Thank you.  

 

President Ertel:  Very good. Water Committee? 

 

Water Committee – Chairperson Mike Wallace:  No report, Mr. President. 

 

President Ertel:  Thank you. Streets Committee? 

 

Streets Committee –   In the absence of Chairperson Peterson, Councilman Wallace: We 

have one item. Since Councilwoman Peterson is not here, I will take over. We have one 

item for a third reading. It is to amend the traffic control map. We have addressed this at 

the last couple of meetings. Does anyone have any questions? 

 

A motion was made by Wallace and seconded by Wells to give the third reading only on 

the ordinance Amending the Traffic Control Map and the Traffic Control File. 

Motion passed 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Wallace and seconded by Wells that the ordinance be passed as 

read. 

Motion passed.  

President of council declared Ordinance No. 4967 passed as read. 

 

Councilman Wallace: That is all I have.  

 

President Ertel:  Thank you. Solid Waste/Recycling? 

 

Solid Waste/Recycling Committee:  Chairperson Don Wells:  No report, Mr. President.  

 

President Ertel: Thank you. Wastewater/Sewer? 

 

Wastewater/Sewer Committee:  Chairperson Mark McKay: No report, Mr. President.  
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President Ertel:  Thank you. Safety Committee? 

 

Safety Committee- Chairperson Rob Jaehnig: No report, Mr. President.  

 

President Ertel:  Thank you. Downtown Revitalization Committee?  

 

Downtown Revitalization Committee - Convener Mark McKay – There are just a lot of 

things on the table for the summer coming up. Farmer’s Market is already in full swing. 

We’re going to have the Golf-Around again and a Caddyshack Party before the Golf-

Around. There is a new coffee shop opening just down the street. And don’t forget the 

Third Friday events. We’re excited and happy to live in Wilmington.  

 

Mayor Raizk: Has the schedule been set for the third Fridays. 

 

Councilman McKay: Yes, it has. 

 

Mayor Raizk: I guess it’s on the third Friday… 

 

[Laughter and Banter] 

 

Mayor Raizk:  June, July and August…is that when? 

 

Councilman McKay: That’s correct.  

 

Mayor Raizk: That is what I was getting at. 

 

President Ertel:  Thank you. Parks & Recreation? 

 

Parks and Recreation Committee - Convener Bob Mead: No report, Mr. President.  

 

President Ertel:  Excellent. Thank you. Mr. Service Director?  

 

Service Director- Service Director Larry Reinsmith: Just a little bit of information. Of 

course you know our West Locust project is well under way. They are paving right now 

as we speak. They will finish the left lane tonight and they will finish the right lane 

tomorrow night and wrap that project up. Prairie Road project bids June 24, so we can 

get that project under way. I want to talk just a couple of minutes about a situation. Don 

knows about it…about mowing. Everybody has a real problem with mowing. Of course, 

the weather has not been very conducive to mowing. We have a procedure. We have 

tagged a lot of lots already this year that need to be mowed. We cannot get our own 

mowing done because of the weather. Now we have a long list of houses to mow. Then, 

we have pretty much two subdivisions we have to mow out. There is a lot of acreage in 

those subdivisions. We are going to work to get it all done. I got to thinking, and I 

started looking at some numbers. This will be a little history lesson. It won’t last long. 

When I started work here, back in 1987, the City was made of 2,987 acres. During the 

Eveland administration, the city grew by 60%. It added 1,812 acres to the City, which 

took the total to 4,800 acres. During Mr. Raizk’s administration, the City has grown by 

2,705 acres, which was a 56% increase. So, our total acreage now in our city is 7,505 

acres since 1987, which is basically a 150% increase. Now, in 2000, when Davey took 

office, we had 200 employees in the City. Today we have 197 employees in the City. We 

have tripled the size of our City. We have dropped labor. In fact, the biggest part of our 

employees are the Taxi Office. We have 51 employees there…45 of them being part-

time. They don’t work a lot of hours, but they are all on the payroll. But, the big thing, 

back in the year 2000, our Street Department was made of 19 workers, a secretary, 2 

mechanics, and a superintendent for a total of 23 workers. We have cuts, layoffs and 

everything. As of today, we have eight workers. One is a street sweeper operator. We 

have one mechanic and one superintendent, for a total of ten employees. Our city has 

tripled in size…not all of it are houses…but we have a lot of vacant land. We have 

added a lot of roadways and added a lot of right-of-ways that we mow. We have a lot of 

acreage that needs to be mowed too. So, we’ve reduced our workforce by more than 

half. Our budget is reduced. The big thing was that loss of money from the R&L license 
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plate deal. I know people complain about the money that goes out of the General Fund to 

support that, but we don’t have very many workers left in that department. I don’t think 

we really afford any more cuts there. We may have to look at something different to get 

money for that department. As you can see, you’ve got eight workers and on any given 

day, there is one or more off with vacations and stuff like that, so we don’t have a lot to 

work with. We just say, bear with us with this mowing…we’ll get it as soon as we can. 

The numbers prove that there is a lot out there for us to do and not a lot of people to do 

it.  

 

Councilman McKay: Larry, I know it is early in the year, but as far as asphalt and roads 

to be re-topped this year? 

 

Service Director Reinsmith: Yes. We don’t know where we are going to be money-wise 

until Prairie bids. Once Prairie bids, we will know that. I have Denny working on a list 

of streets. I told him to bring me six good streets. I know one of them is going to be Vine 

Street, probably Spring Street, probably Grant Street over there. We have pieces of 

Mulberry. He has some sections. I told him to give me six streets, price them all out 

individually. Once we see how much we have to work with, we can deduct or add. We’ll 

have that list pretty soon.  

 

Councilman McKay: I know I get questions often.  

 

Mayor Raizk: One thing we know we are going to do…with the projects that you are 

seeing here…of course they are separate projects…Spring Street from the new paving to 

Birdsall. If you look at Birdsall, we had paved up there. There is a line there where we 

want to pave that because it is just in terrible shape. Vine Street, because of the character 

with Lowes Drive now, Vine Street is much more of a thoroughfare than it once was 

(although, it was actually built as a collector street). It needs a lot of help. I think 

priority-wise, those are up there. We’re going to try to do as many as we have dollars. 

We want to get them spent.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith: Grant Street was bad and two or three years ago we did 

crack-seal that trying to extend the life, but it is looking pretty bad. I think the first block 

of College Street is one we’re looking at. It is in real bad shape too. So, we are putting 

that list together and we will have that for you. Like I said, we need to price it out and 

see how much money Mary Kay can give us.  

 

Mayor Raizk: Just another note…I know there was a legal notice in the paper about 

some subdivisions. Don mentioned this. We are working on that. We know that we can 

mow things and put them on the taxes like Kathryn has been doing. But, we also want to 

review what other legal options we have where we have situations…not just with the 

mowing…but we have the street capping and we have some of these other issues. We 

want to get a comprehensive approach to how we handle where we have subdivisions 

that due to economic times are not getting finished out. If the owners are taking 

bankruptcy or these kinds of things, just what are our options? Hopefully, we will come 

back to you soon with a report on that. I want to get all this information together so we 

know, not just with the mowing but with everything else, what we can do. I know that it 

is blood from a turnip in some ways, but we still need to know what kind of legal 

authority is available to do something. We will bring a report back to you very shortly.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith: That is all, Mr. President.  

 

President Ertel: Thank you. Safety Director? 

 

Safety Director – Mayor Raizk: No report, Mr. President.  

 

Reports:    

A motion was made by Wells and seconded by Mongold to approve the Auditor-

Treasurer’s Report 2011 and the Hotel Lodging Tax Certification Report – First Quarter 

2011, as received. 

Motion passed. 

Reports accepted as received. 
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President Ertel:  At this point, I would like to open the meeting up to the general public 

and/or members of council to address council while in session.   

 

Paul Hunter: 200 Randolph Street. Just a couple of items from what Larry said. For a 

year I have been preaching that annexation can cost you money…not make you money. 

This is an example. We have all of that expanded territory and we are not getting squat 

revenue out of it. Then, I have a question for you. Didn’t some of those workers go over 

to the Sewer Department that were working for Denny? When they had the whole thing 

together, they had ‘x’ number of employees and then some of those left.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith: We had people from Sewer and Water way back when.  

 

Paul Hunter: They were mowing grass too.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith: They were doing all that work. Back then, when something 

came up like an emergency, all the crews would go out and make that repair. Then, they 

split out the departments for us.  

 

Paul Hunter: Finally, is Mr. Keethler going bankrupt? Is that what you are saying? 

 

Mayor Raizk: He has filed.  

 

Paul Hunter: He did? He has both of those properties, right? 

 

Service Director Reinsmith: But, he’s tied in with Al Wiseman too.  

 

Mayor Raizk: So, we are trying to assess the whole impact of it. That’s what I was 

referring to. We want to know what our legal… 

 

Paul Hunter: Right. If he doesn’t have any money, what are you going to do? 

 

Mayor Raizk: Well…that’s the blood and the turnip, you know.  

 

Paul Hunter: Can we take the property? 

 

[Laughter and Banter] 

 

President Ertel again asked if anybody else from the public or the council wished to 

address council while in session.   

 

Seeing no one else who wished to speak, President Ertel asked for a motion to adjourn. 

 

A motion was made by Wells and seconded by Jaehnig to adjourn.  

Motion passed. 

Council adjourned. 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

      _____________________________ 

      President of Council 

 

 

      ____________________________ 

      Clerk  


